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An Empirical Analysis of the Regional Difference
and the Convergence of Economic Growth in China:

Empirical Study with Cross — provincial Panel Data

Sun Ya - jing' ,Zhang Qing ~ jun®

(1. School of Public Administration, Renmin University of China,Beijing 100872, China;
2. Business School , Bohai University, Jinzhou 121000, China)

Abstract : This paper applies panel data model to the study of Chinas regional economy growth and convergence,
based on the convergence theory, The paper adapts standard difference and coefficient of variation to analyze the
mechanism of o - convergence of Chinese. According to the Mankiw , Romer and Weil § models, the paper select
panel data models to analyze the convergence of economic growth of the whole country and the three regions. The
results show that absolute convergence does not exist in rural economics among provinces, indicating that the eco-
nomics growth of undeveloped provinces is not faster than that of developed provinces. However, conditional con-
vergence is existing.

Key words « economic growth ; convergence ;panel data

35



